

The following is a set of guidelines that will help you have a great year in Science class. They have been organized into categories so that you can easily find information throughout the year. These guidelines should be kept in the front of your Science binder as a resource. Only the signature page needs to be turned in.
Absences:
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Students need to be absent during the school year for a variety of reasons. Here are some guidelines to help students complete absent work successfully.

1) In the handbook it states that when students are absent they receive one day for every day they are absent plus two days to complete all absent work. (For example if you are absent 5 days you would get 5+2=7 days to complete your absent work). However, students are encouraged to complete their absent work as soon as possible so that they do not simply forget to do it. 
2) All students will be assigned a study buddy. If a student is absent it is their responsibility to check with their study buddy for missing work when they return to school. If the study buddy does not have their work the student should see me immediately before or after class to make me aware of this situation. Students may also check my website to verify the correctness of any information they receive. All homework for the week is typically posted on my website on Mondays. (However please note, depending on the rate students progress it may change slightly and addition may be made to my website throughout the week). Putting up the general plan for the week, however, helps students to plan their time when they participate in many activities. I ask that students who cannot get work from a study buddy approach me before or after class (or before or after school, lunch etc) to get the appropriate work.
3) When students are absent they will also need to get any notes from a trusted friend or classmate as soon as possible. This will help them to catch up as soon as possible. Waiting until the day before the test to catch up on missed notes is not advised. 
4)  In order to help students begin to develop responsibility, I will not chase them down to ask for absent work.  However, checking Power School will help students to identify any missing assignments they may have.
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Completing assignments:

Throughout the year students will receive a variety of assignments to help them learn my content area to the best of their potential. These may be in the form of reinforcement sheets, reading assignments, projects, reflective writing pieces, laboratory activities, investigations, or practical applications. Here are some guidelines for helping students complete assignments successfully:
1) All work should include the students’ name, the name of the assignments and/or page numbers, the date, and the student’s number at the top of the paper. This helps to identify the assignment so that it can be assessed fairly and so that appropriate credit may be given to the correct student. Assignments turned in without the appropriate heading may lose points or receive no credit. 
2) All Science assignments should be completed in pencil. This helps to improve the neatness of student work but more importantly allows students the opportunity to correct or revise answers. Assignments that are not completed in pencil may not receive credit. However, all such assignments will be handed back and students may have the opportunity to recopy them in pencil for full credit. However, if assignments are corrected in class, students may not change their answers when recopying work.
3) Students may use calculators for any Science homework assignments, quizzes, or tests that include a math component. However, in order to use a calculator during class time (for class work, quizzes, or tests) students must bring their own calculator to class. In terms of this class a basic four function calculator (+, -, X, ---) will work just fine. These can be found for $1 at many different stores. 
4) Students who study are rewarded on tests. Students may prepare a 3X5 note card for all science tests that they can have out during the test. Students, however, may only use they note card they prepare and must bring it to class on the day of the test. Using another student’s note card is considered cheating. Quizzes, however, cover less material and note cards are usually not allowed. 
5) As students get older, organization is a very important skill. One or more times during a grading period I may do binder checks. These will be announced several days in advance to give students time to reflect on their organization and make any needed improvements. 
6. In order to teach students to study for tests in small chunks (instead of having a whole chapter to learn when they wait until the night before the test), this year I will be having weekly science quizzes (on any week that there is not a test). These will typically have between 5-10 questions. 7th grade quizzes will be held on Tuesday and eighth grade quizzes will be held on Wednesday. They will simply cover what we have learned the previous week. On week when we finish a chapter, a chapter test will be held in place of the quiz. If students are absent the day of the quiz they should already have all of the notes and be able to take it the very next day. If students are absent the day before the quiz, they should get missed notes from a classmate the day they return and be prepared to take the quiz the next day. Students will receive/make/have a study guide for all tests. For quizzes students should study their notes, homework, and class work from the previous week.

7. Because it is important that students remember the material we are learning (and not simply forget it once they take the test), we will be using several strategies to help them retain the information. One of these is a periodic A.S.K. (Assessing Student Knowledge) quiz.  A.S.K. quizzes will be unannounced and will consist of 3-10 multiple choice, matching or true false questions that are a basic review of general principles we have learned. They will be worth only a few points and we will go over them in class to review forgotten material. This will also help me to gauge what material we may need to cover again. We will also have a mid term (Dec) and a final exam (May). This will give students the opportunity to study concepts they did not understand for the original tests a second time. We will spend time reviewing in class. All of the questions will be a review of general principles we have learned and most of the questions will come directly from questions on previous tests and quizzes.   
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Classroom behavior: 
All students are an important part of St. Stephen Martyr School. Because of this, it is important that all students are respectful to each other so that we can maximize learning time. In terms of classroom behavior I mainly ask three things of students. 
1) I ask that they follow the Ten Commandments that God has set forth for us.
2) I ask that students are respectful to each other as well as teachers, parents, and staff members in the building.

3) I ask that students follow guidelines set forth in the school handbook such as walking quietly in the hallways and respecting school property.

Lab Guidelines:
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All 7th and 8th grade Science courses have some laboratory components that go with them. When doing Science labs it is essential that students follow all of the Science safety rules that they have been given. Failure to do so could make them lab unsafe for them and for other students and this will not be tolerated. Failure to follow safety rules will result in a student being removed from a lab activity and receiving a 0 for that activity. Whether we are using something as harmless as water or something more serious, we always follow the lab rules. This gets students in the mode of being safe in the science lab. Students may also be expected to complete pre-lab questions or take quizzes before participating in labs. These homework assignments or quizzes will ensure that students have the skills needed to complete the lab as well as ensure that students understand all directions and safety rules related to the lab. Failure to earn an 80% on a lab quiz or a set of pre-lab questions will result in the student receiving an alternate assignment that will reinforce what we are learning.
Group work:
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Learning to cooperate and work in groups is an important skill that students need to develop. When students complete group work in Science class it is expected that each member is contributing something and that students are not copying eachother’s work.  Merely copying another student’s work is considered cheating. I encourage students to speak with me privately if they feel someone in a group has not contributed to the group. I will investigate the matter and help students reach a fair solution to this matter.  

General tips:


As a junior high teacher I have seen some things that help students to be more successful. Here are a few hints you may consider:

1. Spend time working on Science every night. Even if you do not have written homework you can read over your notes and highlight so that you can find them quickly on a test, reread your textbook to make sure you understand, or look over questions that you have missed on homework assignments.

2. Preparing a note card does not mean you do not have to study. My tests ask questions that make sure that you really understand the material. Test answers may not be word for word answers in notes, but may ask you to apply information. Students often find that they do not do as well if they do not study for my tests. 

3. Pay attention in class. Nothing is a good substitute for what we do in class. When students do not pay attention they often miss out on notes, clues about test questions, and other helpful information that may not be found in their books. Many of the activities that we do in class reinforce information much more then reading the book alone. Because of this, it is important to take class activities seriously.
4. Plan out major projects. Each class I teach will have at least one major project during the year. Students who wait until the last minute often find themselves rushed and do not do as well on projects.

5. Ask questions. Students may ask questions in class, email me questions to jmccauley@ssmartyr.org, or meet with me before school for extra help. I am happy to answer any specific questions that students have, however, I will not complete their homework for them.

I know that we will have a great year this year! I look forward to a lot of great learning from all of my classes! I hope that they find Science challenging, rewarding, and fun this year.
